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 Esther, the Victor of the Summit Battle (Esther 4:13-17)                

The summit war in other words is a spiritual battle. Summits are those who have a different power even in the world. Where does the power unbelievers hold come from? It is from Satan in Ephesians 6:12. It says that he is the spirit that moves the rulers and authorities and darkness. What status they have and what kind of success they have are not important. People crumble because they fall into three things. First, it is spiritual ignorance. The spirit of a life that has not met God is being controlled by Satan (6 states of an unbeliever). Despite living a zealous and good life, they do not know why their life is difficult and crumbling. Nothing works out how they want it to. They are oblivious to how Satan is stealing their life (John 10:10). That is spiritual ignorance. Second, it is the spiritual problem that comes from spiritual ignorance. The greed, rage, despair, and violence in me do not get resolved. Although they know they should not go down that path, they keep going. They do not know the spiritual things even if they attend church (Atlanta shooting last week). Third, this spiritual problem creates a fatal spiritual failure. They do works that bound them for continuous failure and destruction. They do so without knowing what they are doing. They are already bound by Satan. If these individuals are in important positions, massacres and wars are unavoidable as they move politics and the economy (conflict in Hong Kong, Myanmar). There are two main characters in the book of Esther. Satan’s summit, Haman, who was used for evil works, and Esther, the remnant summit who triumphed over him. Haman was originally from the Amalek tribe. This was the nation that persistently blocked the Israelites from entering Canaan until the end. It was the nation that was completely destroyed in the Lord’s battle (Exodus 17:14). An Amalek descendant had now become the governor of Persia which had conquered the world (Esther 3:1). After he noticed that Mordecai who would not kneel before him was a Jew, he plotted to destroy all the Jews. He moved the king’s heart by giving him ten thousand talents of silver (Esther 3:9). He was a summit who completely controlled politics and the economy. The figure that God raised in that time was a remnant named Esther, the spiritual summit who would be used as a victor of this summit battle. 

1. Remnant, God’s method that was prepared for the summit battle. 
There are two most important words to God. The words Gospel and Remnant. The gospel signifies Christ which is God’s method to save all people. The remnant is the person of God that is saved in Christ to be used for that. What are the five standards for remnants whom God uses to save the age? 
1) They are those who are chosen by God. The standard for selection is grace (Romans 11:5). 
Esther is a descendant of a nation that perished. Her parents died early, and she is an orphan. God chose this Esther. Do not give any excuses. Stand before the grace of God that has chosen me who is nothing but inadequate (1 Corinthians 1:26-29). 
2) God’s seed of life was planted the moment they were saved in Christ. They are called the Holy Seed (Isaiah 6:13). 
Everything does not change instantly. This seed of life must grow in me. It is the spiritual DNA that has been planted in me. He waits for this DNA to grow in worship, word, and prayer. A day where fruit bears will come (John 15:8). 
3) They cannot perish under any circumstances. They are God’s remaining ones (Revelations 12:17). 
They become those who will remain, those who remain, and those who will leave behind. Haman attempted to kill the people of God but instead, he and his ten sons are executed (Esther 8:10, 9:13, Genesis 12:3). 
4) They were enslaved and taken captive and thought they would be scattered, but it was a diaspora sent by God.  
It says that they would be used as ones who will share the blessing of salvation to the Gentiles and all nations and the ends of the earth as a light (Isaiah 49:6). This is God’s reason that has allowed us to study, work and live in the United States, the powerful nation of this age. 
5) God will raise them as true summits who will be bound to save the world. This is the spiritual summit (Isaiah 60:21-22).  
God led Esther to become the queen of that nation and blessed this remnant’s every move and everything. A spiritual summit is not one to merely work hard and succeed. They are those who have received God’s blessing. 

2. Three things that God blessed to raise Esther who was in the remnant covenant as a witness. 
1) The meeting between Mordecai that God granted to Esther. Mordecai is Esther’s cousin. 
Regardless of having parents and cousins, they will be unable to help beyond that level if they are unbelievers. It is invaluable if a parent can play that role. However, God attached Mordecai who possessed the self-esteem of God’s covenant and true faith to help her (Esther 3:4). To have spiritual mentors who pray for me and help me is the beginning of blessings and evidence (blessing of meetings). 
2) This was Esther’s charm that could not help but attract the King’s heart. God gave her this blessing. 
It says that the king was attracted to Esther and won his favor at first sight (Esther 2:17). He was pleased with her even when she was simply standing (Esther 5:2). 
① What is charm? It is something that cannot be missing in leadership. 
Where does this charm come from? It does not come from merely impressive education or appearance. Even Jesus did not have that (Isaiah 53:2). It is something that comes like an aroma (1 Corinthians 2:15). It includes the person’s air (image), language, character, and everything else. 
② This is another aspect that comes from a believer’s spirituality. 
It is a spiritual charm that comes when we know God, love God, and enjoy God. There is different image or impression. This is the blessing that humans originally possessed (Genesis 1:27). This comes forth when the saved person receives the filling of the Holy Spirit inside worship, word, and prayer all the time (1 Peter 1:9). 
③ People want to grow close to those who have this charm (proximity). They want to learn something (similarity).  
The 7 remnants enjoyed this blessing (Joseph who a save, David, and Esther from the passage). 
3) The blessing that had Esther be used by God. She resolved, “If I perish, I perish,” and fasted for three days.     
The Holy Spirit works in someone’s devotion and prayer when there are crises in the family, workplace, and age and when important things must be done. God had Esther set this resolution. The prayer of a watchman, the power of the throne, and the power that transcends time and space come from this. 
① He had her hold to the spiritual reason why she must stake her life, devote and pray in this important time. 
It was not a crisis of all the Jews having to be killed. She saw what Satan was doing. That is why she prayed. 
② He let her realize the power of the gospel. God said He would do it because we cannot (Romans 1:16).   
That is why Mordecai said that the deliverance and relief for the Jews will arise from another place even if she would remain silent. That is why he began another three days of fasting. 
③ He let her see the accurate time schedule that sought to use me in problems and crises.   
She saw God’s time schedule when she heard, “and who knows but that you have come to your royal position for such a time as this?” It is the works of the Holy Spirit to have the heart to stand, even just by myself, before God right now; that is the time schedule. 


Conclusion – Words such as summit and spiritual battle are not mentioned in the book of Esther. However, the evidence is revealed in Esther’s life. May we and our remnants stand as witnesses in all fields in these evil days. 
