The Hidden Reasons Why God’s People Fail (Judges 12:1–6) 	       May 31, 2026

The Book of Judges is a record of the failures of the Israelites. After Joshua died, God's people repeatedly suffered under the surrounding Canaanite nations. Yet each time, God raised up judges to deliver them and save them again.
Judges records, in very candid detail, the reasons for Israel's failures. It serves as a mirror for us who live in this age. A mirror exists so that we can see ourselves. Looking into it, we are meant to examine ourselves, renew ourselves, and become vessels that God cannot help but use. Through that mirror, we are called to continually look at ourselves and remain spiritually alert (1 Corinthians 10:11–12).
Those who have been saved are people who belong to God's covenant (Ephesians 2:19). Since Adam's fall, all humanity has been trapped under sin and its curse (Romans 5:12), separated from God and oppressed under the power of darkness. But through Christ, who came as the Son of God, we have been delivered from that curse and from the authority of darkness (Romans 8:1–2). Scripture says that we have been transferred from the kingdom of darkness into the kingdom of God's beloved Son (Colossians 1:13–14). From that moment, we became heirs of every spiritual blessing in the heavenly realms (Ephesians 1:3–5).
This covenant began with Abraham. God called him out of a family and background immersed in idolatry and sent him to the promised land of Canaan. There God promised the coming Christ. He declared that if Abraham lived within the covenant of Canaan, he himself would become a source of blessing, and through him and his descendants all the families of the earth would be blessed (Genesis 12:1–3). Those of us who have been saved in Christ have become Abraham's spiritual descendants, and we have inherited these covenant blessings as an eternal inheritance (Galatians 3:29). 
When Moses and Joshua clearly understood and enjoyed this covenant, Israel conquered and ruled the land. The problem came with the next generation. Failure and suffering were repeated. The Book of Judges reveals the reasons for this and warns us not to fall into the same deception.

1. Three reasons God's people fail
1) The first reason is that God's people practiced evil before the Lord (Judges 6:1)
① God is patient with the failures of His people. Christ intercedes for us from the throne (Romans 8:34). Through both major and minor events, God gives us opportunities to realize our mistakes and stand correctly before Him. This is the lesson throughout Scripture, including Israel's 40 years in the wilderness. If we continually refuse to learn and persist in failure, God uses discipline to correct us. Even that is His love (Hebrews 12:8).
② What is this evil? The greatest evil is idolatry (Exodus 20:4–5). What is idolatry?
At its most basic level, idolatry is creating and worshiping images instead of God. But there are idols that exist within our daily lives as well. Whenever our own thoughts and standards take precedence over the gospel that contains God's absolute plan and grace, we ourselves become idols (Genesis 3:5; James 4:11–12). When our hearts are consumed by physical things and worldly pursuits rather than spiritual blessings, that too becomes idolatry (worldly success, money, etc.). Because of these things, people fall into discouragement, despair, complaints against God, worldly temptations, pleasures, and moral decline.
③ As a result, relationships with others also collapse. People begin to commit evil against one another (this is the focus of the 6th through 10th Commandments). Scripture teaches us to love and serve one another just as we love and serve God, and not to judge or despise others (Romans 14:10).
2) The second reason is found in today's passage. Through selfish ambition and pride, they destroyed the blessing of the community that was one body in Christ.
① After Jephthah's victory, Jephthah, together with the people of Gilead from the tribe of Manasseh, defeated the Ammonites. Afterwards, the people of Ephraim came to him. Jealousy arose among them. They complained, "Why didn't you call us to fight alongside you?" (v.1). A true servant of God would have joined in giving glory to God, celebrating, and rejoicing together.
② They fell into competitiveness and superiority. These attitudes often come from wounds that have been built up over a long period of time. Manasseh and Ephraim were originally the two sons of Joseph. In God's providence, Ephraim, the younger son, received prominence. Leaders such as Joshua came from Ephraim, while Manasseh became the smaller tribe living in its shadow. When figures such as Gideon and Jephthah emerged from Manasseh, jealousy arose.
③ This became a bitter root and a channel for Satan. They even brought up the past and treated them with contempt (v. 4). As a result, a devastating war broke out, and 42,000 men of Ephraim were killed.                      3) The third reason appears in the conclusion of the Book of Judges. The people lived according to what was right in his own eyes  (their own opinions, standards, and claims) (Judges 21:25). 
2. What should we do now? We must gradually replace these bitter roots within us with new roots throughout the course of our lives (Ephesians 4:22–24).
1) Imprint God's covenant of absolute plan, absolute love, and absolute grace into your heart.
① Faith comes through continually hearing and memorizing the gospel (Romans 10:17). Faith is holding on to God's absolute plan, love, and grace. Within that covenant, we must recover true self-worth. Our value should not come from competition with others or from achievements. We should be able to live with gratitude and joy exactly as we are (Isaiah 43:1–3).
② We must have time to meditate on the Word of the gospel. God gives us the pulpit message for this blessing (Acts 2:42; 1 Thessalonians 2:13). Meditation is the time when we apply God's Word personally. As problems and conflicts continue to arise, we must find answers and direction through the Word. This becomes especially important when making important decisions. When we abide in God's Word, the work of the Holy Spirit and God's answers come accurately (John 15:7).
2) Challenge yourself until the covenant of the gospel takes root in your soul. Just as plants send their roots deep into the ground during winter, every problem we face becomes an opportunity to deepen our roots in the gospel.
① Establish your own time of prayer and enjoy its blessing. One of the greatest privileges of a saved person is the ability to pray in the name of Christ (John 16:24). Immediate answers are not the most important thing. As deeply as the gospel becomes rooted within us, our entire life becomes an answer to prayer (Ephesians 3:20).
② Through prayer, allow the Holy Spirit to govern your life (your thoughts, plans, and heart) and receive strength from Him. Without that strength, we inevitably remain trapped within our own standards and limitations. We begin following the world's standards rather than God's will. Even Scripture can be interpreted according to our personal preferences. This is how liberal theology developed and contributed to the decline of much of the twentieth-century church.
3) Train until the covenant of the gospel becomes your spiritual nature.
① If Christ truly finished all problems on the cross, then 1 Thessalonians 5:16–18 should become a habit.  We must train ourselves to view ourselves, our problems, and the world through the eyes of the gospel.
② Repeated small habits form our spiritual constitution. That spiritual lifestyle eventually becomes the kind of life that God has no choice but to use. Success grows out of habits (“Power of Habit”). Repeated failure also produces a pattern and disposition toward failure. What is certain is that these patterns are passed on to future generations. They are part of the myestery of building a family line and a future that God can use.

Conclusion - If we can simply block the channels through which failure enters, that alone is significant. Though we are weak and lacking, may every aspect of our lives become a masterpiece of God's blessing.

